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'In Memoriam7 deals with, love as connected
with faith ; the ' Idylls' deal with it as con-
nected with practice.

The former of these is in many ways unique.
In no other poem that we know of is there so
complete a fusion of profound thought and
passion. We have an intense feeling presented
to us as related to its proximate cause, and also
as adjusting itself to the deepest claims of
philosophy. At one and the same time it is
both expressed and vindicated. Every theory
of physical and social evolution, every latest
speciilation as to the nature of life and its im-
mortality, mixes in the mind of the poet over
the grave of his dead friend ; and he disarms of
its terrors every seemingly hostile doctrine, or
else discovers in it food for faith and comfort.
The mastery which he displays over both
branches of his subject is no less astonishing
than the way in which he unites the two. Not
only does his science penetrate his passion, and
his passion breathe a living soul into his science,
but the latter is as comprehensive and accurate
as the former is deep and tender. Every one of
his illustrations, as it were, is a picture by a
great master, and every picture is a scientific
diagram. In the following two stanzas there is